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Hello there. My name is Hikaru Suruga. 
Thank you so much for reading! 


I love "Attack on Titan," and J am so happy to be 
able to draw a Titan story. "No Regrets" was born 
out of the additions Gun Snark of Nitroplus 
made to Hajime Isayama’s original world. J hope 

they enjoy this manga version, which J drew 
based on their work. J am grateful to ever yori 
who gave me this precious ings a 





F that was about to 4, 
The impact of actually experiencing that space 
was totally different from that of seeing photos. J 
was actually able to picture the massive size of an 
18-meter class Titan. 


The story's ill going, so please look forward to 
the rest. I'm going to keep working hard! 
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THEY TOLD ME, “GIVE US THREE 
CHARACTER DESIGNS,” MEANING 
LEVIS GROUP. BUT I MISUNDERSTOOD, 
AND THIS WAS THE RESULT. -SURUGA 








FOR LEVI, T WAS ALWAYS CAREFUL TO PRESERVE THE SPIRIT 
OF THE ORIGINAL. T AM STILL IN TRAINING. THE BESSATSU 
MAGAZINE EDITOR IN CHARGE OF “ATTACK ON TITAN,” BACK, 
TOLD ME, “HE SHOULD BE SOMEWHAT YOUNGER THAN HE IS 
NOW, I THINK.” SO I TRIED TO MAKE HIM LOOK YOUNGER. 
HE'S THE TYPE OF CHARACTER WHO DOESN'T SHOW A LOT 
OF EMOTION ON HIS FACE, SO I OFTEN WORRIED OVER WHAT 


EXPRESSION HE SHOULD BE WEARING AT DIFFERENT TIMES, 


BUT IN EVERY SCENE HE WAS FUN TO DRAW. 






















THE CHARACTER DESIGN BY NAMANIKU ATK AT 
NITROPLUS WAS VERY CUTE, SO T AIMED FOR 
A LIVELY, ENERGETIC GIRL TO BRING THAT 
CUTENESS OUT. BUT I ALSO ALWAYS KEEP IN 
MIND THAT THIS IS AN EXPRESSIVE 
CHARACTER WHOSE STRENGTH EQUALS A 
MAN'S, AND WHO CAN STAND AGAINST THE 

TITANS JUST AS WELL. 










FURLAN WAS ALSO A CHARACTER DESIGNED BY 
NAMANIKU ATK FROM NITROPLUS. T WAS ABLE TO 
REPRODUCE HIS HAIRSTYLE UNEXPECTEDLY SMOOTHLY. 
HIS RECORD IS THAT OF A FORMER GANG LEADER, BUT L 
PICTURE HIM AS USING BRAINS BEFORE BRAWN. I FELT 
THAT I WANTED TO GIVE HIM FACIAL CHARACTERISTICS 
THAT WERE DIFFERENT FROM BOTH LEVI AND ISABEL, 


SO IT WENT THROUGH A LOT OF TRIAL AND ERROR. 
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THIS WAS ONE OF THE TITLE PAGE 
CANDIDATES I DREW FOR THE PROLOGUE. 
ARESIDENT OF THE UNDERGROUND 
WOULD GO ABOVE AS A MEMBER OF THE 
SURVEY CORPS. ITRIEDTOGIVETHS [y 
— PICTURE THE FEELING OF THE BEGINNING pia 
OF THAT STORY WHEN T WAS DRAWING IT. ft 
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A young squad leader in the Survey 
Corps. He has his eye on Levi, with a 
certain goal in mind. 
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IT'S LIKE HOW 
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GET UP ABOVE, 
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AFTERWORD 


Hello, this is Hikaru Suruga. 


I'm relieved to have arrived at the final chapter 
without problems. It seemed like a very short 
yet long eight chapters. The original plan for the 
story began with Gun Snark, but it became a work 
stuffed full of lots of feelings from everyone. I hope 
that this work was the slightest bit enjoyable for 
“Attack on Titan” fans. 


And, of course, to Mr. Isayama, who created the 
original work, thank you so very much for letting 
me write a spin-off about Levi, such an important 

character. It was very difficult but extremely fun for 
me to explore your extraordinary worldview. When 
I sat with white paper in front of me trying to draw 
the first rough drafts, | was overwhelmed the whole 
time, thinking that you created this world from 
scratch. It was fun. As a fan, I’m deeply looking 
forward to what unfolds after this! 


Finally, I’ve been able to get to this point because 
I've been supported by many people. I’m thankful 
to my reliable friends. Good job on your hard work, 
everyone, and thank you! 


To conclude, it was a true honor for me to 
be able to participate in such a great work. 
Mr. lsayama, Ms. Suruga, and everyone else 
involved, | give you all my gratitude. 


Gun Snark 


Captain Levi: A man who 15 as strong or 
stronger than a Titan. He's as important a 
Character in the story of Attack on Titan as 
Eren or Mikasa. 


No Regrets is a work depicting why Levi 
Came to join the Survey Corps, but this ts still 
nothing more than an cursory answer to the 
question, How exactly could a thug from the 
Capital became the strongest in the world?” 
This is probably because even the tragedies 
he experiences here feel lukewarm compared 
to the true hell that he'll experience tn later 
battles. 


Even after Titans have killed countless 
numbers of his friends, each time provoking 
rage and despair that seem enough to tear 
his body to shreds... he keeps insisting 

on fighting hard. That's Captain Levi, with 
his steely body and nerves. [his is what | 
thought. 


beast Iitan, too, Nas the Dlack SO that you Can t tell wnere is looking. 
Suruga: Huh! 


Isayama: In order to keep its line of sight from being read. Supposedly, the 
whites of human eyes got bigger to help us communicate better, to make it 
easier to read which direction we were looking. 


Suruga: So then, even if you think the Beast Titan is looking over here, it 
might be looking somewhere else, right? 


Isayama: That's right, you don't know where its focus 1s.. 


“A classic Japanese monster anime, known in Japanese as Yokai Ningen 
Bemu. 


Abnormal bodies 
—Ms. Suruga, did you like Levi to begin with? 
Suruga: Yes. 


—Wow, you answered tn about 0.2 seconds... 


Suruga: And | felt it even faster than | said it! (Laughs.) But] like Eren’s Titan 
just as much. 


—Hm! What kind of feelings do you have about that? 


Suruga: | like that, when Eren turned into a Titan, 
ys. | his hair got all messy, and I like the contrast between 
ZZ, o, "Meee| the large and the small sizes. Or, rather, | just like big 
Fee 3, “= | things. 1 like Annie (who becomes the Female Titan) 
as well... 


; \ hy oe 4 ) (= Isayama: | like the Titans most of all too. Armored, 
‘AL /\\ SQ} Female, and then Beast... 

) Suruga: The Beast Titan! Personally, the Beast is an 

extremely scary being to me right now. I’m looking 

forward to his reappearance. 


Isayama: Okay! (Laughs.) 


| WD NBA he was punching Sannes. 





—2__ Ki ae oe Isayama: Thank you. 
(FROM VOLUME 44 OF KODANSHA COMICS 


“ATTACK ON TITAN’) Suruga: His back was all muscular... 


Isayama: Because a person with a height of about 160 cm [about 5'2”] was 
punching someone so large with a huge amount of force, | felt like 1 wanted 
to make tt convincing, so 1 drew it like that. But in reality, | think that you can 






The character that gave hima premonition 
— How was the character of Levit born? 


Isayama: | had an image of a small man being the strongest, 
like Kyuzo in the film The Seven Samurai, or Ushitwakamaru”%. 


Suruga: Did you have the image of his eyes to begin with too? 


Isayama: That's right, | thought he'd have those upturned 
eyes, somewhat like Hiei from Yuyu Hakusho. 


*The childhood name of Minamoto no Yoshitsune, a 12th- 
century Japanese swordsman and tragic hero of the Japanese 
classic The Tales of the Heike. 


— Did you anticipate the kind of popularity Levi would have now? 


Isayama: | don't really understand the concrete reason why, 
but ever since the moment when | created the sketches of him, 
1 had a premonition about that. 1 was sketching while looking 
at a photo of an unshaven soldier with his hair parted on the 
side, and the moment | drew his face, | felt something, a sense 
that it would work well. 


— Were any of the other characters like that too? 


Isayama: | had a fair sense of that with the background 
characters, too... Rico, for example. 1 personally felt like they 
were born, not made, as characters. Also, | felt like 1 wanted to 
release Titan Ymir for the longest time. You can viscerally feel 
the ugliness of her transformed appearance, like Humanoid 
Monster Bem*. 1 wish 1 could have made Titan Eren a little 
creepier, though. 


Suruga: Are Ymir’s eyes entirely black? That freaks me out... 
Isayama: There’s a tiny little bit of white in there. 

Suruga: That's right, that’s 
really scary. The edges are 
all jagged. 

i ‘tig Ba Th Isayama: Like _ those 
: Ht i contacts that make your 


pupils look big... 
Suruga: Ah, that's right. 


Isayama: That's got to be 
. instinctively creepy. The 
BEAST TITAN (ENEMY TITAN) 
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(FROM VOLUME 4 OF KODANSHA COMICS 
“ATTACK ON TITAN”) 


‘ Aback on Titan \ 
No Regrets 


*THE IMAGE WAS PRINTED I IN THE SEPTEMBER 2014 
ISSUE OF ARTA 


FROM “A SHIKISH| COMMEMORATING THE 4TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE START OF PUBLICATION.” 
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VYRMat pati tO CMhOOSE: 


Suruga: I’ve previously had times where 
1 wondered, “Why am ] alive?” At the 
time, 1 was carrying this uncertainty 
and dissatisfaction while spending each 
day without any kind of major goal. 
When | first read Aftack on Titan, | really 
sympathized with them. 


Isayama: Ah, that theme? 


—Like when Eren satd, living as a human 
being was Just like being livestock? 


Suruga: That's right. 
Isayama: Like, “Let's go outside the walls?” 


Suruga: Yes. Around Volume 4, where 
Armin said to Eren, “Why did you want to 
go to the outside world?” | got a real sense 
of excitement. After that line, | thought, 
‘Oh, the answer is written right here’... 


Isayama: That's right. | had to get that 
point across in Vol. 4 with the short 
words used in manga. There’s one way of 
thinking that says that living as livestock is 
bad, but also there's another way that says 
the opposite. There might even be a way 
of thinking that says, “What's wrong with 
being cattle?” For example, the “fighting 
inside the walls” in the main story is like 
trying to change your company from the 
inside. If the situation is bad, then change 
it. That's what 1 think they’re doing. Either 
way, | don’t want to say something one- 
sidedly arrogant. 


Suruga: | see. When Eren answered “It's 
because 1 was born into this world!!” to 
that question of Armin’s, | thought, “I’ve 
never had that idea!” 1 don’t know what 
path Eren’s group will choose after this 
point in the main story, but... I’m waiting 
in excitement for it to continue! 


Mit nardaer th you Nave more werent. 
—Was Levi about 70 kg (about 154 lbs)? [He's actually 65 kg, or about 143 lbs.] 


Isayama: That's right. But it’s the same for Kenny, too, and 1 wanted to give 
a sense of power that you can't see. Of course, if you take away those details, 
he doesn't appear to be that heavy, but 1 wanted to show that his was not 
a normal body; that even though they were only 3 kg apart in weight, the 
weight of their fists was completely different. 


Awakening of a soldier 


Suruga: In No Regrets, Levi left the Underground and entered the Survey 
Corps. Mr. Isayama, how did you picture the internal feelings of someone 
going from a thug to a soldier? 


Isayama: If there was to be something close to a key point in Levi's way of 
thinking, there’s a film called The Hurt Locker... 


Suruga: Ah! 


Isayama: The main character was a genius at bomb disposal, and disposed 
of one bomb after another. Regardless of the war that was going on around 
him, he actually enjoyed handling bombs, doing stuff like showing the 
deactivated bomb to the culprit, and he wasn't afraid of death. So in the 
beginning that was the kind of person he was. And he got smacked around by 
his companions. But the situation increasingly drove him into a corner, and 
his mistakes and the things his country did caused a huge amount of trouble 
for other countries... And then he went back to his country once again, and 
even though he could have quit being a soldier there, in the end he came 
back to being one. | think it might be similar to that. 


Suruga: So, living in the middle of battle is the most natural thing, or 
something like that? 


Isayama: It’s that he found a place to make the most of what he can do, or 
rather, his own special abilities. Underground, where tt was all he could do 
to stay alive, he had to live for that, but then he started to form relationships 
and began to feel that he could do things for others. And that's why he first 
went above ground... but wherever he went, he realized that they were inside 
the walls, in a situation where they'd been driven so far into a corner by the 
entire world... And then, like the main character of the The Hurt Locker, he 
felt like he should make the most of what he can do. Or he was awakened to 
a sense of mission, | should say. 


“A film released in 2008. It is a work depiction the battle between an 
American military bomb squad and bombers during the Iraq War. 
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THOUGH I WRAPPED HIM 
IN A VERY SOLDIER-LIKE 
ATMOSPHERE, SIMILAR TO 
KUROTOWA FROM “NAUSICAA OF 
THE VALLEY OF THE WIND,” OR 
KAJI FROM “EVANGELION,” I 

IMAGINED HIM HAVING AN EASILY | 
) APPROACHABLE, WARM SIDE 
SOMEWHERE, TOO. (SURUGA) 














I TOOK OFF HIS GLASSES. I WAS GOING FOR A 
| VERY SERIOUS AND WILLFUL FACE. THE KIND 
OF PERSON WHO THERE ALWAYS SEEMS TO 
BE ONE OF IN EVERY CLASS, THE ONE WITH 
--NSENSE OF JUSTICE WHO RUNS FOR AND 
BECOMES THE CLASS PRESIDENT. 








no REGRETS 
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